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entire adult population by 1951 at the latest. They pro-
posed separate electorates for the European and Anglo-
Indian communities and for the Depressed classes, and
provided reservation of seats for other minorities. Three
members of the Committee demanded total abolition of
communal electorates.

Apart from the contents of this Report (a report of
72 pages, followed by minutes of dissent covering some
448 pages), the number and length of conflicting opinions
on many fundamental issues were a bad omen for any degree
of unanimity among Indian political leaders.

Two days (November 14, 1930) after the opening of the
first Round Table Conference in London, the Despatch
of the Government of India on the Statutory Commission
was made available to the public. It commented upon
the Report of the Commission and substantially agreed with
the main principles underlying their recommendations.
That is, the Government of India were in accord with such
proposals as the abolition of Dyarchy in the Provinces,
the grant of provincial autonomy, the continuation of
communal electorates, and the separation of Burma from
India. But it is to be noted here, that they dissented from
the Report in matters relating to the control of defence
and to the formation of the Central Executive Council
and Constitution of the Central Legislature.

They stated in clear terms that conditions at the Centre
" involve an inevitable duality or sharing of power between
the Parliament and Indian Legislature/' After a brief
discussion of the political forces at work in India, the
Despatch observed:

" The conditions of the problem suggest to us the
importance of defining as clearly as possible the purposes
which Britain must continue to safeguard in India and
making it plain that where those purposes are not concerned,
India should be free to manage her own affairs. The British
Government must satisfy itself on certain essential points,
for instance, that the defence of India from external attack